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MISSION
The neighbourhood basketball association (nba) is a community-based,
charitable organization established in response to critical community needs.
Our mission is to improve the life outcomes for at-risk, criminalized, Black youth
by providing free or low-cost educational, recreational and social development
opportunities.

“Cultivating Potential, On And Off The Court”
PURPOSE
Our purpose is to prevent and address problems faced by at-risk youth, such as
delinquency, substance abuse, violence, and academic barriers, by providing counseling,
workshops, athletics, scholarships and educational programs.

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR

Greetings to the Community,
I am proud to be the Chairman of the Board for the neighbourhood basketball association.
We have just completed our first full year as a charitable organization and it has been
filled with struggles, triumphs, and learning experiences. Firstly, we must give thanks to God for allowing us to be in a position to deliver the services that we have been able to, and those that we were
not able to deliver, we are thankful for what we have learned.
In our first fiscal year, we have successfully completed our inaugural “No Books, No Basketball” Academic and Athletic Mentoring Program for youth ages 10-13 years old. In this program, we were able
to secure a core group of volunteers who committed to come out every Saturday from 9am to 5pm to
assist in the program’s mission of providing a nutritious breakfast; a rigorous focus on academics with
specific attention given to the mathematics; a nutritious lunch; an in-depth look into the history and
contributions of our ancestors and; a disciplined basketball exercise program. We are proud to say that
the children who attended are better for it, their parents were supportive of our mission and did not
question our sincerity, and we are grateful that we could provide such an effective program. We plan
to continue the program for the 2009-2010 school year where we will focus more on providing a more
health-focused program and a greater emphasis on Black history.
As a follow up to the “No Books, No Basketball” program, we lost no momentum going into the summer
months with our Summer “Basketball Boot Camp” for youth ages 10-13 years old. Using state-of-theart equipment, only found at the American Collegiate level, youth were able to hone their basketball
skills and learned about teamwork, dedication, discipline, and hard work. We also addressed the lack
of exercise amongst today’s youth by demanding that they also practice proper exercise and eating habits while at home. Next year we plan to increase enrolment in the camp to have a greater impact on
the community.
We ended the year by continuing our “SHOOT THE RIGHT SHOT” Anti-Gang Initiative by screening
the highly acclaimed documentary “Crips and Bloods: Made in America” produced by NBA All-Star
Baron Davis at major theatres across the Greater Toronto Area. The feedback we received was only
positive, which has encouraged us to push even harder to address the destructiveness of the gang lifestyle in our communities.
In this upcoming year, we will also begin our academic transition program where we will give students
desiring a post-secondary education a greater foundation to enter and be successful at the PostSecondary level.
We thank all of those who supported us as we continue to build towards bigger and better ideals.
Truthfully,

Yafet Tewelde
Chairman of the Board
neighbourhood basketball association
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MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
“To whom much is given, much is required.”
“Our service to others is the rent we pay for our room here on Earth.”
These are words of wisdom that I live by. This philosophy gives me, the staff and volunteers that
work with the nba the power to help and provide services to the youth of the Kingston-Galloway
community of east Scarborough, and other youth we come into contact with across the Greater Toronto Area
(GTA). I hope that you will enjoy the pictures, photos and program highlights contained in this Annual Report our way of reporting back to our supporters, donors and the community at large about how their resources have
been used to make a difference.
This year marked our first year as a registered charity - a year of challenges - challenges that forced us to stretch
our imaginations to generate new ideas, new ways to serve the youth and to generate results on their behalf.
Even though we were constantly struggling to make the resources that we had stretch beyond their reach, we
never faltered. Though at times we were weary, we never fell asleep on our journey. We are dedicated to always
serving with integrity and competence.
It has been exciting and satisfying to witness the response and commitment by our volunteers to fulfill our mission and vision - to reach out to underprivileged youth and their families. I have also seen first hand the leadership qualities and skills of the youth in our programs increase and benefit their peers.
Specifically, the participants in our NO BOOKS, NO BASKETBALL - Academic and Athletic Mentoring Program
have demonstrated great increases in their academic performance. They have displayed a greater interest in
school, more focus in the classroom and their self esteem when amongst their peers has been greatly enhanced.
There is no doubt that barriers and obstacles are being broken down by the programs offered by our organization.
We strive to provide programs that reflect the youth. Our open and inviting environments with youth-friendly
staff, has created an atmosphere where youth feel empowered enough to seize the opportunities made available
to them.
Parents of our program participants have become more outgoing and open about their challenges as well as about
the positive growth and behavioral changes they have seen in their children. Many parents have openly shared
that their stress levels have decreased due to the fact that they know that when they drop their child(ren) off at
an nba program, their child will be in a safe, educational environment that is results-focused. They can breathe
a sigh of relief knowing that for those hours, their child will not be at risk of getting into trouble. They let us
know that their lives have changed for the better, in part, because of the efforts of the nba.
Poverty is typically associated with Kingston-Galloway (which has one of the highest concentrations of social
housing in Canada) often taking forms that are not always easy to detect. But because of our love for the youth,
the nba has been able to start the process of breaking certain cycles of poverty - helping to rebuild the community’s spirit and lead it back in the right direction for the future of the youth and residents in general.
They say that Kingston-Galloway is on the wrong side of the tracks. But together, we can break down the barriers that keep youth (often in the ignored world of Toronto’s underserved neighbourhoods) in a downward cycle of
social failure, violence and poverty.
Thank you once again for your support through financial gifts, in-kind donations, partnerships, and the giving of
your time and advice.
Peace.

Jam Johnson
Founder/Executive Director
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PROGRAMS
NE.T. Project
The Neighbourhood Entrepreneur/Education/Employment Training (N.E.T.) Project is
an ongoing initiative that addresses the lack of alternative educational and employment opportunities for the youth
demographic that we cater to.
We conduct street outreach
and obtain referrals to find “high
risk” youth in order to provide and/or connect them with existing
free/low-cost:









knowledge of Self / Black-focused education;
programs to earn a GED;
educational scholarships and bursaries;
employment / job search assistance;
skilled trades apprenticeships / training;
small business training / mentorship;
personal / family counseling; and
pardon processing assistance

Previous financial support for this initiative has come from Black
Youth Coalition Against Violence (BYCAV) as an extension of
their programming funding by the Youth Challenge Fund.

Summer Drop-in Basketball Mentorship Program
During the summer, our organization participates in the provincially funded Focus On Youth initiative that
provides free use of school space to community-based organization. Last year we conducted a drop-in
basketball mentorship program in the Kingston-Galloway community at St. Martin de Porres Catholic
School. The program ran 7-days a week for 6 weeks and was very successful.
The program provided our staff, board members and volunteers the opportunity to get to know the youth
in the community and provide academic and employment counseling, while enjoying the sport of basketball.
We were also able to employ two secondary school students for the summer and provide valuable leadership training. This year, drop-in basketball was available every Saturday from 11am - 4pm, and we intend to continue to offer this free program for many summers to come.
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PROGRAMS (continued)
NO Books, NO Basketball
Academic and Athletic Mentoring Program
Working with officials of the Toronto District School Board, we have forged a partnership to operate our
“No Books, No Basketball (Shoot the Right Shot)” - Academic and Athletic Mentoring program at Joseph
Brant Senior Public School in the Kingston-Galloway community of Scarborough. The program teaches
students at high risk of academic disengagement/failure and/or gang involvement, the fundamentals of
education and basketball, emphasizing the importance of education with the same intensity as basketball training.
Previous financial support for this program was provided by the Toronto District School Board and the
Toronto Police Services Board. We have been invited back by the school Principal and intend to repeat the program in the
upcoming 2009-2010 school year.

Summer “Basketball Boot Camp”
In addition to our drop-in program, this year we offered a low-cost summer “Basketball
Boot Camp” at St. Martin de Porres Catholic School for youth ages 10-13. The camp
was a training program designed to increase the children‟s mental and physical toughness. Activities were designed to build stamina, endurance, strength and perseverance - taking talented young ballers to the next level by providing: fundamental basketball drills & training, fitness and nutrition lessons and personal coaching and mentoring.
Parents were able to choose from 5 weeks of camp in order to accommodate their schedules and budgets and all of
the equipment was generously donated by Sport Chek (Forzani Group Inc.) through their “Power of Sports” giving program. Camp ran 5 days a week from 9am - 3pm under the supervision of 2 nba staff and a secondary school student
placement worker from Blessed Mother Theresa Secondary School in Malvern.
We were able to attract participants from our No Books No Basketball program, referrals from elementary schools,
street outreach and email postings. Throughout the course of the summer, we had over 25 campers and were able to
conduct a special workshop on reading nutrition labels and serving sizes by guest speakers from Kraft Canada.
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INITIATIVES

As an organization that caters to “high-risk” youth, we strongly believe that we cannot afford to keep losing generation
after generation of Black youth to the streets, gangs, drugs, unemployment, violence, crime and broken homes.
Far too many Black youth have been kicked out of school at one point or another and far too many
have criminal records. Often community agencies find it difficult to engage these “high risk” youth,
and thus, they rarely get the help that they desperately need (and deserve) in order to have a legitimate
chance for life success.
Some of these youth resort to violence and aggression and gravitate towards gangs often as a way
to meet needs and/or as a way to cope with overwhelming negative life experiences.
SHOOT THE RIGHT SHOT is an nba initiative designed to address this crisis by
creating opportunities to teach Black youth how to co-exist with each other, rather
than hating and killing one another. The initiative consists of academic and athletic
programs, special events, and basketball tournaments designed to attract and engage the “high risk”
youth population (often avoided and/or neglected by mainstream community agencies), with a clear
and consistent message that they truly are their brother‟s keeper.

Community Screenings - Crips and Bloods
As part of our SHOOT THE RIGHT SHOT Anti-Gang Initiative, over the summer of
2009 we held community screenings in priority neighbourhoods across the GTA of
a documentary produced by NBA All-Star Point Guard Baron Davis about the
Crips and Bloods gangs. The film chronicles the origins and evolution of these two
infamous L.A. street gangs and presents a graphic picture of the reality of „thug‟
life - which is a vast departure from the glamorized media images that far too many
youth across our city are emulating.
In light of the recent escalation in „gang‟ related Black youth violence and homicides across our city, we hope that by targeting youth ages 11-13 (an age group
that is particularly vulnerable to academic disengagement and gang recruitment)
with a strong anti-violence, self-love, self-respect message, we can stem this crisis
before we see the unacceptably high levels of Black youth-on-Black youth crime
that plague the inner-cities of the United States.
With special permission from the
film‟s producers to show the films
at Cineplex Odeon theatres, our
first two screenings took place at
Coliseum Scarborough (Scarborough Town Centre) and SilverCity
Yorkdale (Yorkdale Shopping Centre). Our third screening took place
at San Romanoway Cineplex, a theatre created in the heart of a housing complex in the Jane/Finch community - a community particularly
plagued by conflict between rival „Blood‟ and „Crip‟ factions. Additional
screenings are planned for the fall, targeting other priority neighbourhoods where gang issues are prevalent.

“Be Your Brother‟s Keeper,
„Cause Times Are Gettin‟ Steeper”
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PEOPLE

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Yafet Tewelde - Chair
Brian Anderson - Treasurer
Deneka Green - Secretary
VOLUNTEER STAFF
Jam Johnson - Executive Director
Nkem Anizor - Manager
SUMMER PLACEMENT
STUDENTS
Julian Hope (2008)
Amanda Jones (2008)
Chanell Charles (2009)
PROGRAM VOLUNTEERS
Idha Khamis
Othniel Litchmore
Jamie Phipps
Joanne St. Bernard
Emmanuel Wanzama
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SUPPORTERS

FINANCIAL SUPPORT
Black Youth Coalition Against Violence (BYCAV)
Toronto Police Services Board - Special Fund
IN-KIND SUPPORT
Toronto District School Board
(w/ special thanks to Superintendent Al Wolch)
Ontario Ministry of Education
Focus on Youth (c/o Toronto Catholic District School Board)
Sport Chek (Forzani Group Inc.)
Power of Sports Program
The New B.Y.T.A. (Black Youth Taking Action)
DONORS
Sylvan Blackett
Wayne Harris
Dr. M. Anthony Hutchinson
Arnold Jeyabalan
Dwayne Lubin
Michael H. Nobel
Zubair Patel
The George Sargeant Group
Yafet Tewelde
3 Kings Designs
Toronto Basketball Association
Orville Wallace

Thank you all for
your generous support!
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FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
AS AT JULY 31, 2009

ASSETS
CAPITAL
ASSETS
CURRENT
Cash
Accounts receivable
Inter-fund receivables
Prepaid expenses

UNRESTRICTED

-

CAPITAL ASSETS (note 3)*
$

13,819
13,819

RESTRICTED

-

42
680
1,502

42
680
1,502
2,942
5,166

-

-

2,942
3,664

1,502
$

TOTAL

1,502

$

3,664

$

13,819
18,985

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
CURRENT
Accounts payable
Deferred revenue
Inter-fund payable

-

NET ASSETS
$

13,819
13,819

-

6,069
210

-

1,502
7,571

210
$

1,292
1,502

$

(3,907)
3,664
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6,069
210
1,502
7,781

-

$

11,204
18,985

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS
FOR THE PERIOD ENDED JULY 31, 2009

CAPITAL
ASSETS
REVENUES
Donations
Fundraising
Toronto Police Services
Board grant

UNRESTRICTED

-

1,410
2,490

-

EXPENDITURES
Advertising and promotion
Amortization
Bank charges and interest
Fees and dues
Fundraising
Insurance
Office and general
Professional fees
Program supplies
Rent
Subcontractors
Telecommunications
Travel

3,900

-

-

1,536
$(

42,750
46,650

407

407
1,536
101
309
2,608
391
1,470
1,500
4,306
3,331
15,000
1,486
3,001
35,446

391
1,470
1,500
4,306
3,331
15,000
1,486
3,001
31,302

2,608
1,292

$
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42,750
42,750

101
309
2,608

$

1,410
2,490

-

-

1,536)

TOTAL

-

-

1,536
EXCESS OF REVENUES OVER
EXPENDITURES

RESTRICTED

11,448

$

11,204

ALWAYS PUT THE YOUTH FIRST...
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